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Context and questions for consideration 
 

This background paper is one of a number of papers that have been prepared by the Department 

of Transport, Tourism and Sport to inform a public consultation on Ireland’s sustainable mobility 

policy.  The review work arises from a commitment in the Programme for a Partnership 

Government1 to review public transport policy “to ensure services are sustainable into the future 

and are meeting the needs of a modern economy”.  The public consultation is designed to give 

stakeholders, interested parties and the general public the opportunity to reflect on the 

information and analysis in the papers, to share their views, and to contribute to the development 

of a Sustainable Mobility Policy Statement.  

 

Sustainable Mobility can be described as linking people and places in a sustainable way by 

supporting: 

 comfortable and affordable journeys to and from work, home, school, college, shops and 

leisure; 

 travel by cleaner and greener transport; and  

 a shift away from the private car to greater use of active travel (walking and cycling) and 

public transport (e.g. bus, rail, tram). 

 

All elements of sustainable mobility (public transport, cycling, walking) are being considered in the 

policy review.  Each background paper includes a number of questions to generate ideas about 

the extent to which the present approach to sustainable mobility is working well, the areas which 

are not, and future priorities. 

  

This background paper sets out the current status around the provision of accessible public 

transport for people with disabilities, and what actions are underway and planned to progressively 

make public transport more accessible. The questions below are included as a guide. Participants 

in the public consultation are not confined to answering the suggested questions and are invited 

to offer any other contribution they wish to make.  It is recommended that submissions are 

confined to circa 2,500 words or less.   

 

 

1.1 What are the priorities to improve public transport accessibility for people with 

disabilities or with mobility difficulties? 

1.2 With Ireland forecast to undergo significant population changes in the medium term, 

moving from a relatively young demographic profile to one with a higher proportion 

of older people, what public transport challenges and opportunities does this bring? 

1.3 Are there international best practice examples in relation to public transport 

accessibility for people with disabilities or mobility difficulties that could be applied 

to an Irish context? 

 






